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doorway. I had met Senator Clinton in 2000
at Diethrick Park while she made a cam-
paign stop in Jamestown. She made us feel
that we were long lost friends. We even had
the time to discuss my college options. The
Town Supervisor of Orchard Park, Toni
Cudney, took our picture with the Senator,
and then people quickly surrounded her.

It wasn’t until nearly 3 p.m. that Congress-
man Higgins was able to come to his recep-
tion. While waiting, I got the opportunity to
meet a sorority sister of my mother from the
State University College at Geneseo, Peggy
Hannon. I had never met Peggy before, but
she knew that I was Bonnie’s daughter right
away. They lived together in the Alpha Clio
Sorority House 1981.

Senator Chuck Schumer arrived in time to
introduce Congressman Higgins to the now
large crowd of 200 people. Intertwined with
accolades for Mr. Higgins was the message
that my Dad really wanted me to hear and
understand. Senator Schumer spoke of the
celebration of the peaceful transition of
power that just took place. We as Americans
may take such an event for granted, but the
people of Iraq with elections next month
probably don’t expect a peaceful transition
of power. The Ukraine also came to mind
with their corrupt elections, violence and
even poisoning of a candidate.

Mr. Higgins’ speech thanked his supporters
and his family. The funniest part of the
speech was a story that he told of his son,
John. He had a talk with his son at the onset
of the election, preparing him for the nega-
tive things that may be said about his Dad.

John said, ‘““‘Don’t worry Dad, ‘the tax-man’
will do OK.” This was a reference to tele-
vision ads from his opponent. The room
erupted in laughter. My Dad got a big hug
from Mr. Higgins after the speech, and we
posed for a picture with my Mom'’s friend
from college, that grew up with Brian Hig-
gins in South Buffalo.

After the reception, our group walked the
parade route of the Presidential Inaugura-
tion down Pennsylvania Avenue. Workers
were very busy constructing reviewing
stands for the President at the White House,
and setting up bleachers for the public along
the route. Again, the theme of celebrating
the peaceful transition of power came to
mind. Seeing the White House, even from the
gates still gave me a chill running up my
spine.

One last reception, at Mackey’s Irish Pub
on L Street, a few blocks away from the
White House. The speeches were over, it was
now time to unwind with our new friends
from Buffalo and Erie county, and to have
something to eat—and celebrate the wonder-
ful things that Congressman Higgins hopes
to accomplish for Western New York, and
the nation during his tenure in the House of
Representatives.

My final thoughts and discussion with my
Dad on the return trip to Jamestown was
how I felt like I was a part of the democratic
process, even though I am not old enough to
vote yet. I had a wonderful time with my fa-
ther and my new friends, and the memories
will last for a lifetime.

———————

HONORING GEORGE NEUKOM, JR.
OF ZEPHYRHILLS
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Tuesday, February 8, 2005
Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.

Speaker, | rise today to honor Mr. George A.
Neukom, Jr. of Zephyrhills, Florida.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

George A. Neukom, Jr. is a fifth generation
Floridian from Pasco County, a lifetime resi-
dent of Zephyrhills, a 1959 graduate of
Stetson University and a great fifth district
constituent.

| would like to recognize George for his out-
standing lifetime of work in Pasco County,
Florida. As recognition for his efforts, George
will be honored as the recipient of the 2nd an-
nual Lincoln Heritage Award held by the East
Pasco Republican Club.

This prestigious award was established by
the East Pasco Republican Club to recognize
an outstanding community member for his or
her commitment to the principles practiced
and espoused by the first Republican, Abra-
ham Lincoln, and for humanitarian services to
his or her community and to Pasco County.

Beginning in 1921 when his grandmother
opened Neukom’s Drug Store in Zephyrhills,
the Neukom family has been a positive influ-
ence in the community. The store included a
coffee shop where the traditional game of
“scratch” provided a forum for local, county,
State and Federal candidates of all parties to
discuss current topics. In later years, George
continued this practice until the store closed.

An accomplished businessman in Pasco
County, George is also the president and
chairman of the board of Neukom Properties,
Inc., a citrus and cattle company. He also
founded the George A. Neukom, Jr. Insurance
Agency and serves as a consultant to both
Precise Power Corporation in Bradenton, FL
and Neukom Groves.

An active member of the First Baptist
Church in Zephyrhills, George was appointed
to the Florida Citrus Commission by former
Governor Bob Martinez and served from 1989
to 1992. He is a member of Zephyr Lodge 198
F & AM, Scottish Rite—Shrine and Rotary
Club. George serves on the hospital advisory
board at East Pasco Medical Center in
Zephyrhills and is also on the advisory board
at the Zephyrhills City Library.

George married the former Ann Brooke in
1962, and together they raised two children,
Tamara and George Ill. They have been
blessed with four loving grandchildren, Ashley
and Hannah Oakley and Victoria and George
Neukom IV.

Mr. Speaker, George Neukom is a model
Pasco County citizen and is truly deserving of
the 2nd Annual Lincoln Heritage Award.

———

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
SENATOR RON AMSTUTZ

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker:

Whereas, Ohio State Senator Ron Amstutz
is an exceptional individual worthy of merit
and recognition; and

Whereas, Senator Amstutz has been ap-
pointed to lead the Senate Ways and Means
Committee by Senator Bill Harris; and

Whereas, Senator Amstutz should be com-
mended for his excellence, professionalism,
integrity, and for his ongoing efforts to work for
the constituents of the 22nd District in Ohio.

Therefore, | join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District of Ohio in hon-
oring and congratulating Senator Ron Amstutz
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for his appointment to the Ways and Means
Committee.

———

ADDRESS OF DEPUTY SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE PAUL WOLFOWITZ,
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE AT THE
SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY COMMEMORATING THE
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIB-
ERATION OF NAZI DEATH CAMPS

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on January 24
of this year, the United Nations General As-
sembly commemorated the 60th anniversary
of the liberation of Nazi death camps. January
27, 1945, was the date on which Russian
troops liberated Auschwitz, the most notorious
of the death camps, and the symbol of the
Holocaust, in which over 6 million Jews and
hundreds of thousands of other nationalities
were brutally murdered during World War 1.

The United States was ably represented by
Paul Wolfowitz, our Deputy Secretary of De-
fense who addressed the General Assembly
on behalf of the United States and the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the outstanding
statement of Secretary Wolfowitz be placed in
the Congressional Record. He addressed “the
larger meaning” of the Special Session noting:
“We are here to reflect on . . . how totali-
tarian evil claimed millions of precious lives.
But just as important, the member nations at-
tending today are affirming their rejection of
such evil and making a statement of hope for
a more civilized future, a hope that ‘never
again’ will the world look the other way in the
face of such evil.” | urge my colleagues to
read Secretary Wolfowitz' thoughtful remarks:

Thank you, Mr. President, Mr. Secretary
General, distinguished delegates, distin-
guished guests.

Thank you, Mr. President for convening
this 28th Special Session and thank you to
the member states that supported the re-
quest for commemoration of the 60th anni-
versary of the liberation of the Nazi death
camps.

Thank you Mr. Secretary General for your
eloquent statement today and for your en-
couragement of this initiative.

Thank you, Sir Brian Urquhart for your
service in the war and your witness here
today.

And our special gratitude goes to Elie
Wiesel, not only for his inspiring words
today, but for all he has taught us with his
life. Elie Wiesel has taught us that ‘“‘in ex-
treme situations when human lives and dig-
nity are at stake, neutrality is a sin. It helps
the killers,” he says, ‘“‘not the victims.”

Elie Wiesel teaches us that we must speak
about unspeakable deeds, so that they will
be neither forgotten nor repeated. Most of
all, he offers personal witness to all human-
ity that in the face of the most horrific op-
pression, there is always hope that the good-
ness of the human spirit will prevail.

That is the larger meaning of why we gath-
er here today. We’re here to reflect on the
magnitude of the occasion how totalitarian
evil claimed millions of precious lives. But
just as important, the member nations at-
tending today are affirming their rejection
of such evil and making a statement of hope
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